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High-level models' translation tools for FPGA design

Abstract. The purpose of the work is to compare high-level tools used to develop modern FPGAs: HDL coder
from Mathworks, HLS Compiler from Intel, and HLS from Xilinx. To achieve this goal, the main functionality of these
packages was considered. As a result of the study, it is shown that the HLS Compiler, manufactured by Intel, is cur-
rently the most effective tools of a high-level system for FPGA development. As an additional tool, it is also proposed to
use the author’s own development — the multilanguage compilation environment — the Multitranslator.
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BBenenune

Pa3paboTka U co3laHue pa3IUYHBIX CXEMHBIX PEUICHUH HAa OCHOBE MPOTrPAMMHUPYEMBIX JIO-
rudecknx uHTerpanbHbiXx cxeM (IIJIMC) — noctaToyHO JIUTENBbHBIA U TPYAOEMKHUH MPOIece AaxKe
Ut Ipo(heCcCHOHANBHBIX MHKEHEPOB, paboTraromux B oomactu cxemorexuuku. [lox IIJIMC B nan-
HOH ctaThe paccMarpuBaroTcs B ocHoBHOM FPGA (Field Programmable Gate Array), pabota Hazg
KOTOPBIMHU BEZIETCA C MPUMEHEHHUEM SI3bIKOB onucanus anmnaparypsl (IOA) — hardware description
language (HDL), nanpumep, takux, kak VHDL u Verilog. Heo6xoqumMo Tak:ke OTMETHUTh, YTO Ha
JAHHBI MOMEHT CYIIECTBYET OOJIbIIIOE KOJIMYECTBO MPOrPAMMHBIX PEIICHUH, MpeIHa3HAYeHHbIX
JUTS TPAHCISIUM TPOTPAMMHBIX MOJEIEH YCTPOHCTB C S3BIKOB BHICOKOTO YPOBHSI (4allle BCETO C
Cn) Ha s3piku onucanus annapatypsl (VHDL, Verilog). Otu orTpaHcaupoBaHHbIE MOJAEIU HC-
MOJIB3YIOTCS B IaJIbHEHUIIIEM MPH KOMITWJISIIIAA HETIOCPEICTBEHHO Il IPOEKTOB U MPOrPaMMHPO-
BaHUS YCTPOKCTB.

B nocneanue roast npousBoauren FPGA u paznuuHble KOMIIAHUM aKTUBHO Pa3BUBAIOT Me-
TOJbI Pa3pabOTKH, OTJIMYAIONINECS OT MPUBBIYHBIX MOAXOJ0B HCIOIH30BAaHUEM BBHICOKOYPOBHEBBIX

* Paboma evinonnena npu gunancosoti noodepoicke PODU (npoexm Ne 19-07-00936).
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cpenctB pazpabotku. O6saHO mpu pazpadbotke [IJIMC B xauecTBe OCHOBHOTO MHCTPYMEHTA HC-
MOJIB3YIOT SI3bIK onucanus anmapatypsl VHDL wimu Verilog, HO pacTyias momyssipHOCTh HOBBIX
MOJIXOI0B ¥ MHCTPYMEHTAIBHBIX IMPOTPAMMHBIX CPE/ICTB BBI3BIBAET TOCTATOYHO OOJBIION MHTEpEC
pa3paboruyrkoB. TakuM 00pa3oM, MOXHO CIIEJIaTh BBIBOJI, YTO M3YUYCHHUE NAHHBIX UHCTPYMEHTOB W
MIPOBEICHUE UX CPABHEHUS SBISIFOTCS JOCTATOYHO aKTyalIbHBIMHU.

B nanHo# paboTe paccMOTpPEHBI TpU HauboJIee MMPOKO PACPOCTPAHEHHBIE HHCTPYMEHTAIb-
Hble cpenacta it npoektupoBanus [IJIMC: HDL coder ot xommanun Mathworks, HLS Compiler
ot Intel u Vivado HLS ot xommanuu Xilinx.

HHcTpyMeHTA/IbHBIE CPEACTBA, HCIIOJIb3yeMble isl npoekTupoBanus IIJINC

HDL Coder [1] ot xomnanuu Mathworks npemoctaBisieT mojib30BaTeIbCKUi HHTEPQEIC AIIs
aBTOMATHU3AllMK U yIpaBleHUs pabodynm mporeccoMm mnpoektupoBanus FPGA Ttakux ¢upm, kak
Xilinx, Microsemi u Intel. JlaHHBII TPOrPaMMHBIN MPOTYKT PACHIMPSCT BO3MOKHOCTH IS pa3pa-
0O0TKM ammapaTHBIX OJIOKOB U cUcTeM B cpene monenupoBanus MATLAB. Hcxoanas Moaens npu
aToM co3naetcs B mojacucteme Simulink, a kommorenT HDL Coder obecriednBaeT reHepamnuo Koaa
Mozenu Ha si3pike VHDL unu Verilog ¢ TOGUTOBBIM M LIMKJIOBBIM COOTBETCTBUEM.

Pa3pabotuuk npu 3T0M UMEET BO3MOKHOCTb KOHTPOJIMPOBATH apXUTEKTYPY CUCTEMBI B IPO-
1ecce npoekTupoBaHus u cuHTe3a HDL-npoekTa, HaX0auTh U yCTpaHATh KPUTHUECKUE WM HEXe-
JaTenbHbIe MMyTH PACIPOCTPAHEHHUS CUTHANA, a TAKXKE MPOBOJUTH MPEABAPUTEIHHYIO OIICHKY 00be-
Ma HCIIOJIb3YEeMBIX pecypcoB ais ucnonnsemoro aaroputma. HDL Coder ob6ecnieunBaet o1HO3HAY-
Hoe cooTBeTcTBHE Mexay moaenbio MATLAB/Simulink u crenepupoBanasiM VHDL nnm Verilog
KOJIOM, KpOME TOT0, B MMaKETe MPUCYTCTBYET QYHKIUS BEPUPUKAIUU TPOEKTOB C BHICOKOU MIOTHO-
CTBIO Pa3MEIICHHS Ha KpUCTaJie coraacHo ctannapty DO-254.

Taxoke HDL Coder no3Bosisier cpopmupoats Verilog unmu VHDL kox mozenu, noptupye-
MBI Ha MIaTGOPMBI pa3IHMuHBIX TpousBoauTenei, n3 ¢ynkunit MATLAB, moneneit Simulink u
nuarpamm coctostauii Stateflow. [lomydeHHbIH KOl MOKET OBITh MCIONB30BAH ISl MPOTPAMMHPO-
BaHus FPGA nnu nporotunupoBaHus 3aka3Hbix Mukpocxem ASIC [1].

HLS Compiler [2] ot Intel — 3T0 mHCTpymMeHT cuHTe3a BhIcokoro ypomHs (High Level
Synthesis — HLS), xoTopslii npuHUMaeT B KauecTBe BXOJHBIX AaHHBIX s3bIK untimed C++ u rexe-
pUPYET KOJ YPOBHS NEpeIaun perucTpoB Mpou3BoicTBeHHOro kadectBa (Register Transfer Level —
RTL), ontumuzupoBanusiii uis FPGA xopnopanuu Intel. DTOT HHCTpyMEHT ycKopseT Bpemst po-
Bepku HaJl RTL-ypoBHe myTeMm MOBBIIEHHS YPOBHS a0CTPaKLMU 7Sl IPOSKTUPOBAHUS arlapaTHO-
ro obecnieuenuss FPGA, nockonbky mozenu, papadoranHeie Ha C++, 0OBIYHO HPOBEPSIOTCS Ha
nopsiiok OvicTpee, ueM RTL-onucanue.

Kommnunstop HLS ot Intel BkiatodeH B mporpaMMHYIO YCTaHOBKY CpPEbl IPOCKTUPOBAHUS
Intel Quartus Prime Design. B HacTosimee Bpems BbeimylieH HOBbIM penu3 Intel HLS
Compiler v19.3 [2].

Oco0eHHOCTSIMH HOBOT'O peiu3a SIBISIFOTCS:

e nosas ¢pynkius HLS float, mo3Bonsromas co3garh madioH onpeaeneHHOro TUIa Ha OCHO-
Be TpeOyeMO# IUPUHBI MAHTHCCHI X DKCIIOHEHTEHI, @ 3aTEM HCIIOJIb30BaTh €r0 B KaYeCTBE OOBIYHOTO
tuna float 8 koge HLS;

e HOBBIN BUJ IUTAHUPOBIIMKA 33]1a4 HA OCHOBE JAMarpamMmsl [ 'aHTa;

e LSU Control — Bo3MokHOCTh 00Jiee THOKON HACTPONKU MEXAY MPOU3BOAUTEIBHOCTBIO U
3aHMMaeMOM TIomaapio [3].

Vivado HLS [4] ot komnanuu XilinX TpaHcnupyeT KOJ, HallMCAaHHBIM Ha S3bIKaX BBICOKOTO
ypoBHs (C++ uwnm SystemC), B onucanust Ha HDL, xoTopbie MOXHO MCTIOIB30BATh JJIs1 JalbHEH-
niero cuHTesa u peanusanuu. Vcnons3zoanue HLS no3somnsier npoBoauts npoektrpoanue FPGA
pa3paboTuuKy, KOTOPHIN He crienuanuzupyercs Ha HDL: nist co3nanus paboraroriero Moxysist (Uiu
Ja)ke MPOEKTa) He 0053aTeIbHO JETaNbHO 3HATh, YTO TAKOE, HATIPUMED, «TAKTOBAsl YaCTOTa» U MHO-
r'Ue pyrue HU3KOypOBHEBbIE KOHCTPYKIMU. EcTecTBEHHO, MONb30BaTENN ¢ TAKUM YPOBHEM IOATO-
TOBKH peiko co3faroT npoekT Ha FPGA nonHocTsio. Ho peanusoBats Ha FPGA, X014 Obl Ha ypoB-
HE NPOTOTHUIIA, OTAEJIbHBIM MOJYJIb, UCTIOIHSIIOIIMNA 3HAKOMBIN CHENUAINCTY (IPOrpaMMHUCTY, UH-
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YKEHEepy 1o 00pabOoTKe CUTHAJIOB, MATEMATUKY U JIP.) aJTOPUTM, CTAHOBUTCS JIJIsi HETO BIIOJHE pea-
au3yeMoi 3amayeil u 0e3 MOCTOSIHHOTO M aKTUBHOTO MPHUBJICYEHUS BBICOKOKBATH(PHUIIMPOBAHHOTO
[TJINC-pa3paborunka. Takxke ncnonp3zoBanne Vivado HLS ynoOHo, korma BaxkHO H0OHUTHCS pado-
Tol Ha FPGA noBeneHueckoil Mojienu, He 0ecriokosich 06 00beMe 3aHATHIX PECYPCOB KpUCTAILIA.
B utore Vivado HLS ot Xilinx mo3Bossier:
e paspabaThiBaTh MpoeKThl Ha C-ypOBHE;
® TIPOBOJAUTH Bepudukanuio Takxke Ha C-ypoBHE;
® Co3/aBaTh KOJ, paboTarouuii Ha 1r060M cemeiicte FPGA [4, 5].
MOoXHO CcKa3aTh, YTO BBICOKOYPOBHEBBIE HHCTPYMEHTHI, UCTOJb3yeMble IS pa3paboTKu
ITUINC, TpaauiMOHHO MPUMEHSIIOTCS CO CIAEAYIOIUMHU EISIMHU:
® YCKOPHUTH pa3pabOTKy MPOEKTa:
- 3@ CUET MOBTOPHOTO MPUMEHEHHS TOTOBOTO KOJIa MOJIeNIel Ha sI3bIKaX BHICOKOTO YPOBHS;
- 33 CYET MCTOJIB30BAHMS BCEX BO3MOKHOCTEH M TOCTOMHCTB SI3bIKOB BHICOKOT'O YPOBHS;
- 32 CUET COKPAIICHHS BPEMEHHBIX 3aTPaT Ha KOMITIIISAIUIO U BEPUPHUKAIUIO KO/A;
® BO3MOXKHOCThH CO3/1aBaTh KOJ, KOTOPBIM MOJOMAET [JIsl peanu3alliyd MPOSKTOB Ha pa3iiny-
HBIX cemercTBax FPGA;
® CHH3UTH MOPOT BXOXACHUS B pa3paboTky mis FPGA. YXoa oT HU3KOYpOBHEBBIX MOHSTHI
(Takux, HaIpUMeEp, KaK «TaKTOBasi 4aCTOTa») AaCT BO3MOXKHOCTh nucath ko1 g FPGA unxenepy,
HE 3HAKOMOMY C SI3bIKaMU OMUCAHUS anmnapaTyphl.

CpaBHeHMe HHCTPYMEHTAJILHBIX CPe/ICTB

B Hactosimee Bpemst HanOosbmiero ycnexa B odmactu HLS nocturim komnanuu, o0nagaro-
IIM€e CYIIECTBEHHBIMU (DMHAHCOBBIMU U YEJIOBEYECKHUMM pECypcaMu, B TO BpeMs Kak MHMIIMATHB-
Hble pa3pabOTKU HECKOJIBKO OTCTAOT.

B nannoit pabote paccmarpuBarorcs Takue nponykrbl, kak HDL coder, HLS Compiler u
Vivado HLS. Panee cpaBHEeHHE MEpPBBIX JBYX MAaKeTOB OBLIO PacCMOTPEHO B [6]. 31ech HEOOXO M-
MO OTMETHTb, YTO UHCTpYMEHTalIbHbIEe cpeacTBa (upm Intel n Xilinx uMer0T pa3inuyHyIO CTPYKTY-
pY, 4TO JienaeT 3aTpyAHUTEIbHBIM IPOBEACHUE OJTHO3HAYHOI'O CPAaBHEHUS pe3yibTaToB. B nanHHOM
cilydae XoTesoch 061 oTMeTHTh, uTo Xilinx HLS u Intel HLS noanepxusaror komnuistopsl C/C++
1 Ha TEXHUYECKOM YPOBHE OHU CXOXKH.

Jlns cpaBHEHMsI BO3MOXKHOCTEH MPOTrPaMMHBIX MPOIYKTOB ObLIa PaccCMOTpEHa peaau3aliys
BBINOJIHEHUS anropurMa Opictporo npeoOpazoBanus Oypoe (BIID), KOTOPHIN MIMPOKO UCTIONb3YET-
Csl MIPH TOCTPOCHUU cucTeM LuppoBoit 006paboTku curHanoB. PaccMotpum BIID ans BXOAHBIX
JAHHBIX PA3HOM IJIMHBI.

Tabnuua ucronb30BaHHBIX PECYPCOB U OBICTPOAEHCTBUS JUIsl KXJOTO NMPOrpaMMHOIO Ipo-
NyKTa IpeACcTaBiIcHa Ha PUCYHKe 1.

HLS Compiler HDL Coder
Pasmep

EIID 3agepxka | Kox-Bo 3azepKKa Komn-Bo

(TBIC.ITUKTIOB) | OTOKOB | (THIC.IIMKJIOB) | OIIOKOB
512 3,2 2760 2,7 2007
1024 7.4 3216 6,1 2241
2048 18,1 3989 16,2| 2547
4096 28.9 4625 31,4 2946
8192 60,1 5433 70,5 3879
16384 131.8 6328 167,9| 4748

Puc. 1. Vcnons30BaHHBIE pecypchl

I[J'IH OLCHKHU IMPOCKTOB UCIIOJIB3YEM CICAYIONIUX IMOKA3aTCIIN:
® 3aJ/ICPKKa — KOJIUYCCTBO TAKTOBLIX IHUKJIOB CHUIHa/la CHHXPOHHU3AIlUU, HCO6XO,Z[I/IMBIX JIIA
NOJIYyUCHUA pC3yJibTaTa HAa BBIXOAC YCTpOﬁCTBa;
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® KOJIMYECTBO JIOTUYECKHX OJOKOB: TAOIHUIIBI TOUCKA U CHHXPOHHBIE TPUTTEPHI.

OnuuM n3 ocHOBHBIX npenmymecTB maketoB Intel HLS u Xilink HLS mo cpaBrennto ¢ HDL
coder aBnsercs ToT pakt, uto HLS compiler peanusyer B [IJIMC cMHXpOHHBII NPOEKT, XOTS U MO-
TpeOssieT Oosbliee KOIMUYECTBO pecypcoB. CreHepupoBaHHAs apXUTEKTypa JEMOHCTPHUPYET, YTO
Intel HLS u Xilink HLS nanpaBneHsl Ha TOCTH)KEHHE MAKCUMAJIbHO BO3MOXKHOM MPOU3BOIUTEINb-
HOCTH, HO HE SKOHOMST pecypchbl. O0beMHOe OTPEOICEHHE PETUCTPOB B OJIOYHOM MaMsITH 0OBSICHS-
eTcs OOJIBIIMM KOJIMYECTBOM JIOMOJIHUTENbHBIX MoAayield. HecomHenHo, mpoctota U 3¢pdexTus-
HOCTB IOJTy9aeMOoro pe3yJibrata pu ucrosibzoBannu HDL coder sSBISIOTCS JOCTATOYHO BECOMBIMHU
(akTopamH, OHAKO MPH CTaHAAPTHBIX HACTPOHKAX HE YJaeTCs MOJyYUTh MPOEKT, KOTOPhI Oyaer
o0Janath JOCTaTOYHO BHICOKOW MPOU3BOJUTENBHOCTHIO.

Jlis Toro 4toObl HArJISAHO CPaBHUTH PE3yJbTAThl BHINOJHEHHS aJrOpUTMa, AaHHBIE, MPUBE-
JICHHBIE B Ta0JMIIe HA PUCYHKE 1, MpecTaBieHsl B BUE ABYX rpadukoB (puc. 2 u puc. 3).
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Puc. 3. KonmmuecTBo j1orH4yeckux 0JIOKOB

U3 rpaduka Ha pucyHke 2 BUAHO, 4TO npH yBenudeHuu pasmepHoctd BII® HLS Compiler
reHepHUpyeT NpoeKT ¢ MeHbIuel 3aaepxxkoit, a HDL Coder noka3bpiBaet Xxopolne pe3yiabTaThl TOIb-
KO JUUIs 3a/1a4 HeOOoNbIIoN pasMepHocTH. Pacxon pecypcoB 3HaunTenbHo Oonbmie y HLS Compiler,
JUISL PELLIEHUs] 3TOM MpOoOIeMbI IPOU3BOIUTEND MPEIaraeT UCIOJIb30BaHNE CTIEUAIbHBIX OUOINO-
TEK, ONTUMU3UPOBAHHBIX (DYHKINI U pa3TUUHBIX MPOTPAMMHBIX JTHPEKTHUB.

Ha B3rnsig aBTOpOB, B HacTosIIee BpeMsi Hanbosiee COBEPILICHHOM SBIISETCS TEXHOIOTHS U Ta-
ket HLS Compiler, kotopsie Obutn pa3paboransl kommnanueil Intel. JlaHHbIN nporpaMMHBIN TIpo-
JOYKT MO3BOJISIET TOMYYUTh paOOTAIOLINI MPOEKT, HE MPEABABIAL 0COOBIX TPEeOOBAHUIN K MCXOIHO-
My koxy Ha s3bike C/C++. Torma kak mis ucnonbs3oBanus HDL coder BxomHast Monenb A0KHA
OBITH Cpa3y aJaNTHPOBAaHA K KOMITUJISIMH MPOEKTA Ha S3bIKU OMHCAHUS alllapaTyphl.

-112 -



ISSN 2410-3225 E:kexkBapTajibHblii pelleH3UpyeMblii, pedepupyemMblii HayuHblii ;kypHaJ «Bectuuk AI'Y». Beinmyck 4 (271) 2020

3aKiIoueHue

TakuMm 00pa3oM, MOKHO C YBEPEHHOCTbIO CKa3aTh, YTO BCE CYIIECTBYIOLINE BHICOKOYPOBHE-
BBIE CPEJICTBA HE SIBIISIFOTCS MAeadbHbIMU. OHU MOTYT HCIIOJIB30BAThCA VIS 3a/1a4 IPOEKTUPOBAHHUS,
TPEOYIOIMMX MaKCUMaJIBHO OBICTPOTO perieHust (Korja HET HEOOXOIUMOCTH SKOHOMUTH PECYPCHI
WIH TI0JTy4aTh MUKOBYIO MPOU3BOIUTENBHOCTH), WM K€ JJIs OOJNBIINX 3a/1a4, KOTOPBIE MOXKHO pa3-
JIETTUTh Ha JOCTATOYHO MPOCThIE MOA3a/1auu, JErko peannsyembie ¢ nomomibio HLS. Ho 3t unct-
PYMEHTBHI HE SIBIISIOTCS MOJIHOM 3aMEHON HU3KOYPOBHBIX IIPOEKTOB.

[Tpu BbIOOpE KaKOro-TO KOHKPETHOTO CPEACTBA BOZHUKAET HEOOXOJUMOCTh HAIUCAHUs KOJa
MOJIEJIA Ha TOM SI3bIKE BBICOKOTO YPOBHSI, C KOTOPhIM paboTaeT kKoMmuiaTop (uaie Bcero ¢ C/C++).
B nacTosiiee Bpems mpoliecc co3IaHus MPOrpaMMHBIX MOJENICH B OOJBIICH CTENEHW OCHOBAaH Ha
UCTOJIb30BAHUU OMOJIMOTEK TOTOBBIX Mojeneil. MOXXHO MPUMEHATh CYLIECTBYIOIIME MOACTH ISt
pelIeHUs 3a/1a4 Pa3IMYHON CIIOKHOCTU. TakuM 00pa3oM BO3HUKAIOT CUTYalluH, KOTJa peaJu30BaH-
HBIE M OTJIAKCHHbIE MOJEIIM KOMIIOHEHT HEO0X0IMMO KOHBEPTHPOBATH U3 OJIHOW CpPE/Ibl B IPYTYIO
(manpumep, u3 cpeasl Matlab Ha s3pix C++).

Jlnis peanu3ay Takoil KOHBEpTALUU (TPAHCISAIMH) POTPAMMHBIX MOJIEIeld MOKHO UCIIONb-
30BaTh pa3jIMYHbIE MPOrpaMMHBIE cpelcTBAa. OQHUM U3 TaKUX CPEJICTB SIBJIAETCS Cpela MHOTOSI3bI-
KOBOMW TpaHCIIILUHU Mojeiel — MyJIbTUTpaHCIATOp, pa3paboTaHHas Ha Kadeape BhIUUCIUTEIbHON
texHuku FODY [7]. B ocHOBY MysbTUTpaHCIsATOPA 3a7105KE€H MOIX0/ MO CO3JAaHUI0 U UCIOJIb30Ba-
HUIO TPAHCISIMOHHBIX MOJYJIEH JUIsl KOHBEPTALlMKM MOJENEH C MCXOJHOrO Ha LENeBOW s3bIK [8],
IIPY 3TOM JIONOJIHUTEIBHO HCIIONb3YETCS SKCIEPTHASL CUCTEMA, KOTOpasi IOMOTAeT pa3pelinuTh BO3-
HUKAOIKE MPU NEPEBOJIE MOJENIEH HEONPEAENeHHOCTH [9]. MHOrosI3pIKOBasi TPAHCISALUS MOXKET
MIPUMEHATHCST Ha KaXJOM JTane NPOECKTUPOBAHMS, HANPUMEp M1 BBICOKOYPOBHEBOIO CHHTE3a.
MyJbTUTPAHCIATOP MO3BOJIAET CeNaTh MPOIecC MPOSKTUPOBAHUS CUCTEM OoJiee THOKUM, TaK Kak
JTaeT BO3MOXKHOCTh pa3paboTUYMKaM CO3[aBaTh COOCTBEHHbIE MpaBUiIa TPAHCIALMU U PEAAKTHPO-
BaTh cymecTtBytomue [10, 11].

B 3axnroueHue xoTenock Obl NOTYEPKHYTh, UTO Ha JAHHOM JTare pa3BUTHS BHICOKOYPOBHE-
BBIX CPEJICTB MPOEKTUPOBAHMUSI MMOIH30BATEINIO, IPEXKIE BCETO, MPU BHIOOPE ITUX CPEICTB CIETYET
OpPUEHTHPOBATHCS HA COOCTBEHHbBIE KOHKPETHBIE LIE€TH MPOCKTUPOBAHUS.
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